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;t fia for assessing applications for new

- water rights, and changes to existing rights
-~ e Relinquishment and Abandonment

e Existing and Future Challenges
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Projected population growth
for Washington state.

* Washington's population

continues to grow.
Projected Growth
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Washington’s Growing Demand for Water
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RGN a piece of land. ® Not necessarily.

trfele e ,) an to buildon  \WA's first water code
WHERT retireand had  in 1917 for surface

e {d””ed 5 years water established that
—— 90, I have a legal a water right is only
%? +. 5ource of water, vested when water is

- right? put to beneficial use.
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\/\/Jrer e*v ed in common since Roman
ufmes.
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o \/\/e_):ﬂ n Europe and Eastern U.S. adopts
, *anan Doctrine

= ANéstern U.S. adopts Prior Appropriation

e —:_,"—'

"'j ‘Doctrine in late 19t century.
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Irface Water Codw

~ Ch.90.03 RCW

PINCIPIES of Western water law
JJJ;) d for Washington:

“FJr\ |me first in right”

-—

_e_j,\ o uses of water need a permit

4:::— |st|ng water rights protected

| 1)\\”«

‘4 Water right is appurtenant to the land

—
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~ &  Asurface water right is Superior to a groundwater right

e Note: you cannot create a right
through illegal use

10



—

.

.ﬁ‘—’

ound Wateﬁo%
m@m R E

S

p—

2 sSiipplemental to 1917 SUrface Water Code
J J\Jr*w U es off ground water need a permit

J JI Water uses exempted from permitting
] ‘FGCESS (permit exempt wells). There are no
"-'3—“’* exemptlons for surface water




Ground Water Pefmit Exegpjﬁa- ;
REW 90.44.050 (groundwater only)

ANOErmIt tol withdraw’ groundwater is
ECESSary except under the following

sirclimstances:
= Stockwatering

L — - —
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— — Single or group domestic uses not to exceed
5,000 gallons per day (gpd)
— Industrial uses not to exceed 5,000 gpd

— Irrigation of a non-commercial lawn or
garden not to exceed > acre in size.
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wund Water Perm| Exe
| RCV\Y@E744 0

> W,ster sers withdrawing ground water under
UIETE) e ption establish a water right equal to
'rnei ater right they would establish by

= Obtaining a permit from the Department of
= Ecology.

e
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K The priority of such a water right dates back to
the beginning of beneficial use of the water.
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> er.Jve ;_.  acres that  © No.
ave subdivided into. 1n a WA State

...

4g I=acre lots with a Supreme Court case,

welllon each lot. Each it was ruled that each
— lotis entitled to it’s project only gets one
,:_-_-».@wn permit exempt exemption.

- well guantities, right?

Ecology vs. Campbell & Gwinn 2002
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wund Water Perm| Exe
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WA w\—{f 5 for a given project apply toward
thiellimits of exemption.
= SiFor example one could not irrigate two

= acres by installing four wells - each
t"' serving 1/2 acre,

® or use 10,000 gallons per day by installing
two wells.
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0 A w,Jrﬂ’ ight is a legal authorization
toigle Deneficial use of a reasonable
fJJJ ty of public water during a
aln period of time that occurs at a
artain place.
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) pJJJ’]F of: diversion or "QI7 =
WJr ‘rawal instantaneous rate

:—_, U rposé of use (gpm or cfs)

j

~ » place of use * "Qa" = |
~ e priority date annual quantity (afy)

® Period of use
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or Right 2 Weitar dejnieelzllgs
Cartific Jt % issue to were filed for rights
pErfecte Qri"'ghts under  €stablished before the
v\um code. existing permit

s system.
M 2 er’nght RPEFMILS 4

—-felssue to allow
— é[ev_elopment under

—

: | . issued to
water code. protect rivers and
SiEINREES
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A pﬁrr" appropriate water is—

Jzlgh ndeveloped or not fully perfected
= alght (mchoate),

-- e which is “an incomplete appropriative

p— B

= "‘rlght iIn good standing”
- e which “remains in good standing so long
as the requirements of law are being
fulfilled.”
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A -_“ ¢ (developed) water right
fawarded when the water right holder:

= Beneficially uses the amount of water

-

- permitted at the location identified for

the intended purpose.
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What: is aWater Right:Glaim?

SMASSiatementioficlaimiofawateruse that
JEMaN |before the state Water Codes were

,JJJL) pred:

,_\ Water right claim does not necessarily
&= gstablish a water right — only a statement
_.,_f— hat the holder believes they have a WR.

- ® These claims were initially filed under the
1967 Water Right Claims Registration Act
(Ch. 90.14 RCW). Reopened in 1979,
1985, 1997
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Nater 4&,__9ht G{aqu" —
Edeteni r«' iensthat
EptRcan only be n ade | ru an a judication, d

|eiefl] el ess conducted through a superior court Waltel
dezsrmlr =Sithe priority and extent of existing water
f] er Jr glven area.

;
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Sitie Claim could represent a real water right if:
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= % Surface water was used prior to June 7, 1917
-‘f"O Ground water was used prior to June 7, 1945
= ‘Any. of the above has not been lost due to non-use.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-XT3I_cNVvk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-XT3I_cNVvk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-XT3I_cNVvk

rrsz relf FIow.\JVater%gh‘ES‘ —
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J—\W,]re lelpieiio VEer Dasl

J M‘J,m to protect aquatic and wildlife

deloliic , Water quality, and recreational
-~ val _es
==mC Set by Ecology after scientific study and

~ stakeholder agreement.
“® Equal to all other water rights

e Any water right issued after ISF rule is
junior.
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AEIMECEIVInG an' application’ ECo ogy must

J"ﬁrmr lvely answer all four of the following
d r ) .-t

SRUISE -*} enef|C|aI

) m 2} er isiavailable, legally and physically
=$=not detrimental to public interest
= --O'The water right would not impair existing users

-
. —_—

Ecology S report recommends approval or denial of
permit, then anyone can appeal Ecology’s
decision for 30 days before permit issued.
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=S rne s 3 water right to change (tentative
Jera lination of the extent and validity, or
Blg IS the Water Right?

J\/Jakj g Changes E an Exléljﬁ
D |gm

_.—-. .....
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EJ e ts of a Water i

Right that
Gahibe changed:

J JOJF(“' groundwater or surface water)

J H,Jr,)J"- ‘of Use (irrigation, industrial,
Jdomestic etc.)

= iPeriod of Use (seasonal or year round)
f‘ifjjééiht of diversion/withdrawal (location)
“® Place of Use

® Provisions

A
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EYEIpt Well Consolidation

NIYAPENSON OF organization that holds a valid
grotmdiwater right may with Ecology’s approval,
CONSOII date their right with one or more permit
CXEIT "t water rights.

= This: consolldatlon does not effect the priority

éate of the water right.

p—
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ARyenewnois classified by WADOH as'a Group'A public
WELEIFSYS m nas automatlcally had their rights
“(“LJJ”JJ‘J\—‘CJ”u being for "municipal water supply

PMIIOSE 3:.. .

BR(EToUp A - 15 or more residential connections, or at least
= '}3—-!‘- opie for 60 days a year.
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RECENT VY ter system consolidation Issue

LINON! EX andmg systems might have issues
uidnsie rring full “paper quantities” of
= = \CI er for consolidation purposes.
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S Lelulitory or eiture due to nonuse
((“r ,Jr)ra .14 RCW). Also known as
‘;shment or "Use it or lose it".
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- _, A bandonment of the right (Common Law).
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Water Iaw...

2/30f the waterlaw/ is not in statute - itis
COIMMON W (CasEra) == |
A LJya cake complled over 120 years

r\JJ,l 35 are equal -- the only priority is “first
AJ At e IS first in right”

mlfed/no recognition by GMA, ESA, other
nd use planning

—
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— —-g_”
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eontinuing: andéu ure C@mmm’

SROLHEIFLNINGS aliecting Water supplles be5|des
SONSUM pt|ve appropriation (land use changes,
sliifiate change, historic practices)

J LJ(" of timely adjudications (no way to clean up
e paper to get down to the wet water)

=" ﬁquantlﬂed Federal Reserved Rights

=1 -People do not like prior appropriation’s *
- edges”
-® New laws, changes to laws, and court decisions
® And on and on and on...!!!

sharp
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htps://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/waterreso urces/map/WaterResourcesExplorer. [ Water Resources Explorer - ..
Edit View Favorites Tools Help
x @ Convert v elect
Share | More > Signln 9, =

DEPARTMENT OF

‘Water Resources
ECOLOGY
Stote o Washington Explorer
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Disclaimer Privacy Policy
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Weshington Drought 20155
RIEGIpItation vs. Snowpack

Station (791) WATERYEAR=2015 (Daily) NRCS National Water and Climate Center - Provisional Data - subject to revision
Mon Apr 06 13:09:49 PDT 2015

90 - The 2014-15

83 accumulated SWE (dark

804 blue) and accumulated

75 precipitation (dark red)

704 versus normal (1981-2010)

g for Stevens Pass.
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Avnoesmal \WWeather conditions: w
Winter 55

' Washington - Mean Temperature
January 2015 Percentile

48°N =

RECORD

WARMEST

48°30'N — MUCH
ABOVE
NORMAL

Top 107

ABOVE
MORMAL
Top 33%

48°N —

MEAR
NORMAL

581) sBunjuey

0 L0

45"30'N

124°W 123°W 122°W 121°W 120°W 119°W 118°W 117°W
WestWide Drought Tracker - WRCC/UI Data Source - PRISM (Prelim), created 2 FEB 2015
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SSHeWPack Feb 02, 2015

Feb 02, 2015

Current Snow Water
Equivalent (SWE)

Washington SNOTEL Current Snow Water Equivalent (SWE) % of Normal

Basin-wide Percent
of 1981-2010 Median

[] unavaitabie *
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- >=150%

* Dats unavadable at ome

of posting or measurament
[5 0t rEpresentative at this
me of year

Provisional Data
Subject to Revision

=1
— The snow water equivalent percent of normal represents the current
snow water equivalent found at selected SNOTEL sites in or near the basin
0 NRCS compared to the average value for those sites on this day. Data based on
L= the first reading of the day (typically 00:00).

—— Mies

10 20 40 60 80 100

Prepared by: ) )
USDA/NRCS National Water and Climate Center
Portland, Oregon

hitp:/fwww.wee.nres usda gov

Figure 3: Snowpack (in terms of snow water equivalent) percent of normal for Washington as of
2 February 2015 (from the National Resources Conservation Service).
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Sngw Mayai4., 2015

May 14, 2015

Washington SNOTEL Current Snow Water Equivalent (SWE) % of Normal

Current Snow Water

Equivalent (SWE)

Basin-wide Percent
of 1981-2010 Median

|:| unavailable *
B <50
[ 50- 69%
] 70-89%
[ 90- 109%
[ 110-129%
I 130- 149%
B - 150%

* Dala unavailabie at time
of posting or measurement
is not representalive af this
time of year

Provisional Data
Subject to Revision

USDA
S

ONRCS

The snow water equivalent percent of normal represents the current

snow water equivalent found at selected SNOTEL sites in or near the basin
compared to the average value for those sites on this day. Data based on
the first reading of the day (typically 00:00).
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Prepared by:

100

Spokane

USDA/NRCS National Water and Climate Center

Portland, Oregon
hitp :/Avww.wce.nrcs.usda.gov
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SEpLNE drought Is over nowsthat.

tfieirains have returned....right?

Washington SNOTEL Current Snow Water Equivalent (SWE) % of Normal
Feb 17, 2016

Current Snow Water

Equivalent (SWE)
Basin-wide Percent Ry
of 1981-2010 Median \m g P“g':;"s':un >
I R :
E unavailable * @(} m Spokane

Central
Puget Sound

Central
Columbia

90 - 109%
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[ 130 - 149%
=150

* Data unavailable at time
of posting or measurement
is not representative at this

time of year

Lower Snake ;
uvmz Wals Y

Lower Yakima

| Lower Columbia

Provisional Data
Subject to Revision

USDA

— The snow water equivalent percent of normal represents the current Prepared by:
0 N R CS snow water equivalent found at selected SNOTEL sites in or near the basin USDA/NRCS National Water and Climate Center

Miles
0 10 20 40 60 80 100

compared to the average value for those sites on this day. Data based on Portland, Oregon
the first reading of the day (typically 00:00). http:/iwww.wcc.nres.usda.gov




